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CATHARINE E. AND SOPHL\_ L. GER~IAN. · 
LE·TTER 
FROM TilE 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
CONCBR~ING 
The destitute condition of the German children ca1'tu.·red by Indians. 
OCTOBER 21, 18i7.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be 
printed. 
DEr .A.RT~IENT oF 'l'TIE lN'l'ERIOR, 
lVashington, December 20, 1875. 
SIR: I Lave tlle honor t(} transmit herewith a copy of a communi-
cation, dated tlle 18th instant, from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
together with tbe copy of l~tter of AgPnt John D. Miles, therein noted, 
upon the subject of the deRtitute condition of Catharine E. and Sophia 
L. German, two white children, capt.nred by Cheyenne Indians. 
The Commission~r requests that the matt~r be presented with a view 
to procuring legislation m favor of these children similar to that pro-
vided for Adelaide and Julia German, as set forth in his communication. 
The subject is respectfully presented to Congress for the considera- . 
tion of that body. 




House of Representatil•es. 
DEP AR'r:M:mNT OF THE IN'l'ERIOR,· 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRs', 
Washington, D. C., Dece11tber IS, 1875. 
SIR: I baYe the honor to inc1mm herewith a communication received 
from Indian AJr~nt John D. l\liles, dated the 6th day of October last, 
addressed to Enoch Hoag, SUJwrint~ndt>nt of Indian afl:'airs, inviting 
attf'ntion to tile <lei'titute condition of two wblte f'aptive girls, Catha-
rine E. and Sophia L. German, ag~d t->ighteen and thirteen y~ars, respect-
ively, the parents of whom, togeth~r with three of the cbilrlren of said 
family, were murdered h.v a baud of hostile Cheyenne Indians, on the 
11th day of September, 1874. 
2 CATHARINE E. AND SOPHIA L. GERMAN. 
By the act making appropriations for the current and contingent ex-
penses of the Indian Department, &c., for the Jear ending June 30, 
1876, approved March 3, 1875, (Stat. 18, part 3, p. 4:34,) it is provided 
that the Secretary of the Interior Rhall reserve from the portion of an-
nuities due or to become due to the Cheyenne Indians the sum of $2,500 
for Adelaide German and $2,500 for Julia German, two children of the 
family referred to, the amounts specified to be placed to tlle credit of 
the children named on the books of the Treasury of the United States, 
to bear interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, the income from 
the same to be used from time to time for the benefit of the children. 
In accordance with the recommendation of SuperintendePt Hoag, I 
respectfully rPquest that the matter be presented to Congress for con-
·sideration at its present session, with a view of procuring legislation in 
favor of Catharine E. and Sophia similar to that provided for Adelaide 
and Julia German, herein described. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. Q. SMITH, 
Commissioner. 
The Lonorable SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
LAWRENCE, KANS., 1.enth1nonth Gth, 1875. 
I desire to call thy attention to the destitute condition of the two white 
captive girls, Catharine E. and Sophia L. German, aged eighteen (18) 
and thirteen (13) years. It is a well-known fact that the parents and 
three of the children of this family wen~ murdered by a band of hostile 
Cheyennes, on the eleventh (11th) day September, 1874. 
Two of the chilclren of same family, rescued by General Miles in No-
\ember last, were provided for by Congress at its last session by an 
appropria tiou of $5,000. I have. tllerefore, to recommend that a like 
appropriation ($5,000) be made for the benefit of the above-named two 
girl~, as they are now dependent Jlpou the charity of the people for 
their education and support. Thy influence is respectfully solicit0d. 
Respectfully, 
ENOCH II OAG, 
8u]Jedntendent, La'lcrence, Kan~. 
0 
JNO. D. MILES, 
United States Indian Agent. 
